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After four decades as one of the most prominent liberal voices in the House of Representatives, UCLA alumnus Rep. Henry

Waxman (D-Beverly Hills) announced Thursday that he will retire from his office at the end of the year.

“It’s time for someone else to have the chance to make his or her mark,” said Waxman, who serves California’s 33rd congressional

district that includes UCLA and Westwood, in a statement.

Waxman, once called the “Scariest Guy in Town” by Time magazine because of his tenacity, had a role in the passage of many

pieces of legislation, including the Affordable Care Act and the Clean Air Act. He also conducted several high-profile

investigations on matters such as the 2010 British Petroleum oil spill.

Although Waxman said he is not retiring out of frustration with the current Congress, he said he was troubled by its growing polarization.

“I am embarrassed that the greatest legislative body in the world too often operates in a partisan intellectual vacuum, denying science, refusing

to listen to experts and ignoring facts,” Waxman said in a statement.

Waxman said he first entered the House to become a champion for the poor, the sick and the powerless.

“I first ran for office because I believe government can be a force for good in people’s lives,” Waxman said. “I will leave the House … with my

conviction intact.”

Waxman attended UCLA and UCLA Law School in the 1960s. He founded Bruin Democrats with former congressman and UCLA alumnus

Howard Berman.

After entering Congress, Waxman later hosted multiple lectures and public forums at UCLA. Waxman also helped secure the funding for the

university’s Engineering VI building in 2012.

“As a two-time UCLA graduate, he understands our special place in the community and our role as an engine for opportunity and discovery,”

said Phil Hampton, a spokesman for UCLA, in a statement. “UCLA wishes him well.”

In 1968, Waxman became one of youngest state assemblymen when he was elected to the office at the age of 29. Six years later, he was elected to

the House of Representatives.

Waxman also played a prominent role in shaping the Westwood’s transportation infrastructure. In 1985, Waxman designated the Mid-Wilshire

area as a “methane zone,” banning tunneling through the area. Metro eventually scrapped its initial plan for the Purple Line extension following

the designation of the zone.

In 2005, Waxman introduced legislation to reverse the ban after a report that said tunneling through the “methane zone” has become safe. The

bill passed in 2007, and the Purple Line extension, scheduled to reach Westwood by 2036, is now under way.

(http://dailybruin.com/2012/11/20/purple-line-extended-to-west-los-angeles/)

Throughout his legislative career, he led several initiatives in areas such as healthcare, the environment and food and drug safety.

“Congressman Waxman has been a fierce advocate for health care programs,” said Gerald Kominksi, the director of UCLA Center for Health

Policy Research in a statement.

As the member of Energy and Commerce Committee, Waxman also created the Clean Air Act in 1990, which gave the Environmental Protection

Agency the authority to regulate greenhouse gas emissions.

“(Waxman) is among a handful of environmental leaders in Congress, so having him connected to the center … is invaluable,” said Ann Carlson,

an environmental law professor and a director for Emmett Center on Climate Change and the Environment, in which Waxman serves as a board

member of. “(His retirement) is a tremendous loss for the environmental community.”

Waxman, one of leading Jewish voices in Congress, said he also sought to strengthen the relationship between the U.S. and Israel.

According to the Cook Partisan Voter Index, the 33rdCongressional district leans Democrat by 11 percentage points. Waxman faced a challenge

in the 2012 election from independent candidate Bill Bloomfield, who spent more than $8 million for the campaign.

Waxman’s retirement will likely bring heavy competition from Democrats and more.

Wendy Greuel, former Los Angeles mayoral candidate and a Democrat, announced Thursday she would run for Waxman’s seat. In May, she lost

to current Mayor Eric Garcetti by about 8 percentage points after raising several million dollars.

“I am going to fight like Congressman Henry Waxman on issues important to our families,” Greuel tweeted on her account Thursday.

There has also been speculation that California Senators Ted Lieu (D-Torrance) and Fran Pavley (D-Agoura Hills), Assemblyman Richard Bloom

(D-Santa Monica), Secretary of State Debra Bowen and Bloomfield might run for Waxman’s seat.

The congressional midterms election will take place on Nov. 4 this year.

http://dailybruin.com/usac-elections-2014/
http://dailybruin.com/2014/05/01/ucla-student-groups-combat-college-sexual-assault/
http://dailybruin.com/category/news/
http://dailybruin.com/category/news/westwood/
http://dailybruin.com/
https://twitter.com/share
https://twitter.com/share
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://dailybruin.com/2014/01/31/ucla-alumus-rep-henry-waxman-to-retire-from-congress/
https://twitter.com/share
http://dailybruin.com/author/camayak_122/
http://dailybruin.com/2012/11/20/purple-line-extended-to-west-los-angeles/


 

Comments are supposed to create a forum for thoughtful, respectful community discussion. Please be nice. View our full comments policy

here. (http://dailybruin.com/comment-policy/)

10 of the Most Cancer Causing Foods Naturalon

Little Known Way to Pay Off Mortgage Lifestyle Journal

The 13 Most Boring Movies Ever Made Answers.com

Killer Foods: 5 Things You Should Stop Eating Right Now

Mydiet

AROUND THE WEB

Natalie Delgadillo: Sparring over election calendar reveals
split council 1 comment

Current and past USAC candidates share truths behind

election 2 comments

USAC’s history of slate dominance limits independents 

4 comments

UCLA student groups organize protest against drones 
1 comment

ALSO ON DAILY BRUIN WHAT'S THIS?

0 Comments Daily Bruin  Login

Sort by Best Share 

Start the discussion…

Be the first to comment.

Subscribe Add Disqus to your site

Favorite 

The congressional midterms election will take place on Nov. 4 this year.

Email Park at jpark3@media.ucla.edu (mailto:jpark3@media.ucla.edu).

Tweet 1 6 people recommend this. Be the f irst

of your friends.
Recommend Share

Recommendations

Submission: UCLA must make preservation of Sage Hill a priority

45 people recommend this.

Listen: Seniors pursue their passions in postgraduation careers

24 people recommend this.

Hillel’s Persian community offers chai, chats to up visibility

56 people recommend this.

Former Disney Imagineer Marty Sklar brings spirit of innovation to UCLA

55 people recommend this.

Facebook social plugin

Featured classifieds

WILSHIRE VILLA APARTMENT. Large luxury 2+2apartment, rooftop pool/spa. Prime location. Walk to UCLA. 2 parking spaces. $2650-

2850. Available May/September. 310-470-1513 • Apartments for Rent (http://dailybruin.com/classification/apartments-for-rent/)

I am looking for a person to pick up my daughter from preschool Monday through Friday at noon and bring her back to my house.It will

most likley take up to 1 hour of your time. Person must have a great driving record, a safe/reliable car & like children.Need to be available to

start in Aug.Please call me 310-882-0068 • Child Care Wanted (http://dailybruin.com/classification/child-care-wanted/)

MALE STUDENT WANTED! Mother of 3 seeking a fun, responsible male student to play sports and spend time with 3 sons. 4 hours, 2

weekends a month. (310)990-2626 • Help Wanted (http://dailybruin.com/classification/help-wanted/)

http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnaturalon.com%2F10-of-the-most-cancer-causing-foods%2F%3A1WipdP%3ATj1IUxSU7mYw9KXYzkdLuCgsP4o&imp=8ukhioak7gmsg&prev_imp=8ukca002tvuq6e&forum_id=1497270&forum=thedailybruin&thread_id=2198896621&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Aheadline%3Asafetylevel%3Aactive&zone=promoted_discovery&advertisement_id=133654&brand=Naturalon&headline=10%20of%20the%20Most%20Cancer%20Causing%20Foods
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Flifestylejournal.com%2Fact-now-to-refinance-your-home-before-rates-rise%2F%3Faff%3D1255%26sub%3DdiRefi-LKW%3A1WipdP%3ANS4qeQGlpk-1_GY-cKXKnOM7eLc&imp=8ukhioak7gmsg&prev_imp=8ukca002tvuq6e&forum_id=1497270&forum=thedailybruin&thread_id=2198896621&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Aheadline%3Asafetylevel%3Aactive&zone=promoted_discovery&advertisement_id=138769&brand=Lifestyle%20Journal&headline=Little%20Known%20Way%20to%20Pay%20Off%20Mortgage
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsearch.answers.com%2Fclick.php%3Fsource%3Ddqs%26param3%3Dcelebs.answers.com%2Fmovies%2Fthe-10-most-boring-movies-ever-made%26param4%3Ddqs-us-de-gut%3A1WipdP%3ACz7RaSkwqNuSLGi__hC9CQnSdAw&imp=8ukhioak7gmsg&prev_imp=8ukca002tvuq6e&forum_id=1497270&forum=thedailybruin&thread_id=2198896621&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Aheadline%3Asafetylevel%3Aactive&zone=promoted_discovery&advertisement_id=133167&brand=Answers.com&headline=The%2013%20Most%20Boring%20Movies%20Ever%20Made
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mydiet.com%2F5-foods-you-should-never-eat-again%2F%3Futm_source%3Ddisqus%26utm_medium%3Dppc%26utm_term%3D5foods-never-again%26utm_content%3Darticles%26utm_campaign%3Denglish-speaking%3A1WipdP%3AzsukySz-_OBMjRkFNa6KI7cS8As&imp=8ukhioak7gmsg&prev_imp=8ukca002tvuq6e&forum_id=1497270&forum=thedailybruin&thread_id=2198896621&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Aheadline%3Asafetylevel%3Aactive&zone=promoted_discovery&advertisement_id=139603&brand=Mydiet&headline=Killer%20Foods%3A%205%20Things%20You%20Should%20Stop%20Eating%20Right%20Now
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdailybruin.com%2F2014%2F05%2F05%2Fnatalie-delgadillo-sparring-over-election-calendar-reveals-split-council%2F%3ALikogvA-5ng0OiJkvkC0jjwY_oY&imp=8ukhioak7gmsg&prev_imp=8ukca002tvuq6e&forum_id=1497270&forum=thedailybruin&thread_id=2198896621&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Aheadline%3Asafetylevel%3Aactive&thread=2663637074&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdailybruin.com%2F2014%2F05%2F08%2Fcurrent-and-past-usac-candidates-share-truths-behind-election%2F%3AkBJFRr8oaLk9l3IHPYx9lPf2H8M&imp=8ukhioak7gmsg&prev_imp=8ukca002tvuq6e&forum_id=1497270&forum=thedailybruin&thread_id=2198896621&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Aheadline%3Asafetylevel%3Aactive&thread=2670397626&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdailybruin.com%2F2014%2F05%2F08%2Fusacs-history-of-slate-dominance-limits-independents%2F%3ALhQTThfxEpvosMUpTprPmT1D22w&imp=8ukhioak7gmsg&prev_imp=8ukca002tvuq6e&forum_id=1497270&forum=thedailybruin&thread_id=2198896621&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Aheadline%3Asafetylevel%3Aactive&thread=2669340133&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdailybruin.com%2F2014%2F05%2F08%2Fucla-student-groups-organize-protest-against-drones%2F%3AYpZ9xiVfGhxLPWURtK-sX9rPGvA&imp=8ukhioak7gmsg&prev_imp=8ukca002tvuq6e&forum_id=1497270&forum=thedailybruin&thread_id=2198896621&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Aheadline%3Asafetylevel%3Aactive&thread=2670856286&zone=internal_discovery
http://disqus.com/
https://disqus.com/websites/?utm_source=thedailybruin&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
http://dailybruin.com/comment-policy/
mailto:jpark3@media.ucla.edu
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fdailybruin.com%2F2014%2F01%2F31%2Fucla-alumus-rep-henry-waxman-to-retire-from-congress%2F&related=dailybruin&text=UCLA%20alumus%20Rep.%20Henry%20Waxman%20to%20retire%20from%20Congress%20%7C%20Daily%20Bruin&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdailybruin.com%2F2014%2F01%2F31%2Fucla-alumus-rep-henry-waxman-to-retire-from-congress%2F&via=dailybruin
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fdailybruin.com%2F2014%2F01%2F31%2Fucla-alumus-rep-henry-waxman-to-retire-from-congress%2F
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fdailybruin.com%2F2013%2F10%2F11%2Fsubmission-ucla-must-make-preservation-of-sage-hill-a-priority%2F&h=dAQGBTQEs&enc=AZMnssMleOq6CTHHUmXh6Mhl5UJiNC5yAUABeOEujffN5YvaPKoYM2OKFuZu_adCbOuJvMNF2e0c_575TX08Ym6lhvTTAFbsAyMFsdI-yZmqkE4TEyzw7UQYhjQ4kzY0W4yBYKj1mBW8Fc4RAU8RaetgvisW3LuTzMNSZmGCiik4pG_DbMult3H95zJlUKsTkudgnioyTfMzI74IHR11tOfuJCykwBJ-FD_tJ7uH29mUtPGNJlhGyw7YtVJalmIHvSTrfe6DscDjY5d6UaTI_Kfc&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fdailybruin.com%2F2013%2F06%2F10%2Flisten-seniors-pursue-their-passions-in-postgraduation-careers%2F&h=hAQGnEpCL&enc=AZP_MwA_cNaeFqMPX48YefABC9lEKBBxt7JkeoZju4ncF7PyURHaWJPNpcN6caA-YwiXsyn7b9pE5I-NjQNdBTucNondH5RAYC732c1uh8yyqGp23jelQK80-RwkilpjmGc14yOLKY9v7oFVLkUDxSDaay94cY_4C8oLhW8XQMTFx-92RhZPyHtwUDhmu1FhnVT2eJ0HlE5dNRmxkUDVvWNtBhcGrBH0RxjjP4eAEFTvYm40ePLFZeHRu4kvOy4dZVfk1WY09K8ps0KnLOKbS5cH&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fdailybruin.com%2F2013%2F10%2F15%2Fhillels-persian-community-offers-chai-chats-to-up-visibility%2F&h=ZAQGguCO9&enc=AZMKD96KzqCcyBW3lHkY7Oat8LZLx0gw6kzAqyEk6rKDhC_mgRUd_PE5xUqKwu8Hp6EQWgaR0f4vTCcTiIpy9IPvcUvxuvmX4KNEmuCqcr50yjgwuQ56w5LuvbZc7oWEdmO3tdBYLMA2GSO55um8zw587cUR6LyztsDI-qSdDQM_QA4LCfk1_0uLKbtha0gHzeYY1TaO36TDtSR2d1dqyRMWrXbs5AFeqrgR4KQyZbYzbwLuRbNRCa8gd-qHetq3Gd1K_EaeSoFr7w11iX2TijEt&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fdailybruin.com%2F2013%2F10%2F30%2Fformer-disney-imagineer-marty-sklar-brings-spirit-of-innovation-to-ucla%2F&h=LAQFcin8_&enc=AZMj4-t9VWos_J5t_P321L89de7OrFQk7Fq0D5Derco0xuaOLhAeyZ9W6IsH92ix3AWZnbyvonMb2Dn9r8Ny1y2V2NWMAEcRH8np_QUgrCTwyNzp1Y-G9psm5wDYMaEPPFDWv1oq2zpKLosfLQI9nxb2Y6E06RatX5D4XodqlBZxw2oTCusOF3swD7BzOSmeWoLLoIHjc4R5JLjqN30hKkHy97611o581MkUGdkN5cUrndL-d_6zhNkHIL_ly1mCnR6Vw8s8-K6JOk2ykX4o7JdD&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fdailybruin.com%2F2013%2F10%2F11%2Fsubmission-ucla-must-make-preservation-of-sage-hill-a-priority%2F&h=vAQFnVXmF&enc=AZOFgJClU3JRP_5SonbDYMpzOJeqaj7ZxO4vDAA1E6vfndfC6r2iF4NzvM3QSoykdN4eqFifVM6gSXKuiPUSbL9k9Ciqr3HiK3Lxc460kgbb1TWRPbitezrgX2C9QfrVsSeQoID_KumqRt280f51ejsfunHKLviyGqZ2oQ2z3bsBLbIaCLb-546seAnfoD8iAOQrydZUyhjtTglHoWMkWPfqfxr6GbXN3gClF8rfBetiprFxB9uiM95XvwkJZStOcmBMU63UfkrUyNFPpv7Boz8a&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fdailybruin.com%2F2013%2F06%2F10%2Flisten-seniors-pursue-their-passions-in-postgraduation-careers%2F&h=-AQFkrht_&enc=AZPT_GZWuQlAZsXoKBbap1fbMjTzA1ZSI-QoFpyCJ9FcTy-HBbKk0FK5NG4EzxEcdbu3kgQ2z-tktoM0lFjqyUmVSM1JfDB_86hLo87lKQYUr61YQwl5HWdPmfo755n4fJOHG7ln77NUCifTIejYJqk6-0negixg9S9j8IfyTZi9RflDVER2NuC52iO_Of7y_NK9kUCzUL5nrwQXSMJ-Xp8g2VMmrVU-rXAbMZEP6LZhlbq0qNOJY40Z_10JFPfoTN4FQinI7BX82dvD1Xf1SxnO&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fdailybruin.com%2F2013%2F10%2F15%2Fhillels-persian-community-offers-chai-chats-to-up-visibility%2F&h=oAQHbf0uE&enc=AZOIEhsDd5lGp2RuScwPojPtQbKlI3MqivTsPrdeGBEEjhcYbHdC1tiiJezZFuxjko4GiPEiG19Ov87deM_vyIWb3VcQKF4Vd1xwlwBpxmCiMuekpngrcE03fiRm7Kiy6Ns0Y8e2psppo0Gw8Zt37Oa9A9gFjWzjBYO0aSQKNNqJgSsFKoMKOK2joeP1ILpBS6LdkC7vmmAtto0LXnWMRrK3Myn87-UCCA_3vm34jBa-cpRfAZiggd3GIeS61lQKLWy1Llr3YsV76d2D8PBturXH&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fdailybruin.com%2F2013%2F10%2F30%2Fformer-disney-imagineer-marty-sklar-brings-spirit-of-innovation-to-ucla%2F&h=mAQGYqO8Q&enc=AZOc9ndqs1MpYC2MtGYzKzlldavlUza6AeOpeOods-c-pgeK0tjiNW7S9OC4WdIRfWgO5HYhXVT---qBheokYLAqmhi_bphdU_GTPwQq6cHRFQWchV9MJyR1VPY_n0T20iU166hPtRALbdWwXfOQVjDoRCt1A0FE-seYYz3ojODP3tnz5hlGkYuVuq2VU5a4mtxYWjOLu-cUB5aRkj22PrwRA-OKJNnj0eHJjzcns-a91GMUD669wMGsbn1ngUdLoIbyXGrNT0l1k11lY98qmzk5&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
http://dailybruin.com/classification/apartments-for-rent/
http://dailybruin.com/classification/child-care-wanted/
http://dailybruin.com/classification/help-wanted/

